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ACHS Summer Assignment 

2021-2022 

AP Environmental Science 

Welcome to AP Environmental Science, more humorously known as APES! This course is 

designed to be equivalent to a one-semester college course in environmental science, 

and as such is an extremely rigorous high school course. APES is about understanding 

interrelationships of the natural world, the influence of human interactions, and a broad 

range of environmental problems. While this is primarily a science course, it will touch on 

areas of economics, politics, government, and ethics. 

The APES course has two primary goals: 

1. Providing the best APES exam preparatory experience possible to maximize 

chances of making a passing score on the APES exam and earning college 

credit 

2. Developing a new generation of better-informed voters about a range of 

scientific, ethical, economical, and political issues surrounding our planet and 

humanity’s relationship with it 

Your assignment this summer will serve as an introduction to a current issue our planet is 

facing. 

Summer Assignment Introduction 

Get a copy of The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History by Elizabeth Kolbert. You can 

check it out from a library, find a PDF copy, or purchase it. Amazon currently has 

paperback copies new for $9.99 with Prime shipping, or you can get used copies for 

slightly cheaper. You’ll also need a laptop to create your final product in; your DCPS 

one will work fine or you can use personal technology. 

In The Sixth Extinction, Kolbert uses each chapter independently as a way to explore 

potential indicators that we are in the midst of a sixth mass extinction (the most recent 

being the fifth mass extinction 65mya that notably wiped out the majority of the 

dinosaurs.) 

Summer Assignment Task Overview 

Pick a chapter that interests you from the book and work to translate it into 

conversational-level English. 

Conversational Translation – The Sixth Extinction is the author’s attempt to 

translate university, research-level reports and make them more accessible to 

the general population. The author’s level of writing, though, can still take 

significant brainpower and time to understand. Your task is to translate once 

more into an even easier to digest, conversation-level understanding of the 

chapter for your peers. 
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Once you have read your selected chapter and feel like you could have a casual 

conversation on the subject matter with a friend, you are to 1) choose a tool to visually 

convey that “conversational mastery” of the subject and 2) create a Flipgrid video no 

longer than three minutes in length to showcase what you have learned. 

Summer Assignment Task Details 

Your Visual Aid Product and Flipgrid Walk-Through should revolve around the main 

extinction mechanism your selected chapter covers and use your new niche 

information/evidence at a conversational-level of reporting out to your fellow students. 

1. Choose a tool to help visually represent your chapter. Since you will be producing a 

Flipgrid video, a digital tool might be the most convenient option for you. You could use 

PowerPoint, Sway, Prezi, Minecraft… the decision is open to you. You could also use 

physical models. 

2. Record a Flipgrid in which you translate the chapter at a conversational-level 

discussion with your peers. See Conversational Translation above. Your spoken words 

should flow well with the visual aid, creating a synthesized product that verbally and 

visually explains the environmental issue. 

Some considerations as you build your visual aid and Flipgrid: 

- Is your content accessible at a conversational level with one of your peers? You 

can test this out by simply running through the material with a friend or family 

member in person, via Facetime, etc. 

- Does your final product stay focused on the chapter’s mechanism that is 

contributing to a modern extinction? 

- Think about your presentation as an audience member. Does your visual aid 

combine with your verbal presentation to keep the audience engaged? Are you 

just reading words off a PowerPoint? Is your discussion style dynamic, fluid, and 

well-rehearsed? 

To access the Flipgrid, you’ll need to use this link: https://flipgrid.com/0b3b8e6b  

The deadline for this report will be the cutoff for quarter one progress reports of the 2021-

2022 school year, currently 9/3/2021; if you submit your final project to Flipgrid before 

the first day of school, 8/10/2021, you will have a 10% extra credit bonus applied to the 

grade. 

If you need any assistance, feel free to reach out anytime over the summer via e-mail. 

Joseph Rawlins 

rawlinsj1@duvalschools.org 
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